¨

Coach Transport with a Friendly & Professional Driver

¨

Accommodation & Meals (as indicated in the Itinerary)

¨

Attractions / Entries (as indicated in the Itinerary

ITINERARY SUGGESTION

INCLUSIONS:-

Geological wonders abound in Mount Gambier, the heart of the Limestone Coast and second largest town in South
Australia. Discover the dazzling sapphire waters of the famed Blue Lake and explore an underground garden of Eden at
Umpherston Sinkhole.
Wander down streets dotted with impressive heritage buildings and explore a plethora of shops, cafes and restaurants,
while just beyond the town you’ll find day-trip destinations like Robe, Penola and Coonawarra.
The mountain from which it takes its name, Mt Gambier, is in fact Australia's youngest volcano and the volcanic activity
over time helped form the unique geological features of the region.

DAY 1:-

MT/D

DAY 1:- continued

D

Sit back and relax as we head off on our 5 Day Limestone
Coast Tour, with our first stop is in Winchelsea for morning
tea.

We board our coach for the last time today and make
our way to our home for the next four nights, the
Quality Inn Presidential, Mt Gambier.

We continue on to Mt Gambier, stopping in the beautiful
coastal town of Port Fairy for free time and a chance to
purchase lunch (at own expense).

After checking into our rooms and a chance to fresh up,
we all meet in the Inn dining room for a 2-course dinner.

Onward bound, we passthrough the small towns of
Yambulk, Tyrendarra, Winnap and Mumbannar.

Overnight:- Quality Inn Presidential, Mt Gambier

On reaching the outskirts of Mt Gambier, we visit the
stunning Umpherston Sinkhole (also known as the Sunken
Garden). Once a cave formed through dissolution of the
limestone, the sinkhole was created when the top of the
chamber collapsed downwards. Now the topsoil down
on the floor of the cave forms the perfect environment for
the sunken garden.
The beauty of the Umpherston Sinkhole has to be seen to
be believed. Appreciate its size and depth from the
viewing platforms at the top of the sinkhole, then walk
down into the sinkhole, along the terraces and behind the
hanging vines.

DAY 2:-

B/D

After a delicious breakfast at the Quality Inn, we head to
Blue Lake for an Aquifer Tour. Blue Lake was formed in
the vent of a recent volcano, on the side of which the
City of Mount Gambier has been built.
Experience this fascinating tour which takes visitors in a
glass panelled lift down the original dolomite well shaft,
from which water was originally extracted, through a
tunnel to see the Blue Lake at close proximity.
You will be taken by coach to the pumping station where
there are 14 steps that lead into the lift which takes you
into an 80 metre tunnel out to a viewing platform.

DAY 3:-

B/BR/D

We start our day with breakfast in the Quality Inn dining
room before departing for the spectacular Tantanoola
Caves.
Set into a cliff face, the Tantanoola Caves are believed
to have been exposed by the constant pounding of the
ocean. Over time the sea has retreated leaving
behind a cavern of interesting shells, pebbles and seal
bones.
Tantanoola is one of Australia’s few wheelchair
accessible caves. Upon arrival, enjoy a special hosted
experience as a knowledgeable guide introduces you
to the history and geology of the caves and explains
how its spectacular array of formations has developed
over thousands of years. You are then free to stroll
through the large cavern at your leisure and take
photographs.
Afterwards we visit the little coastal town of
Beachport, to enjoy Brunch at the Water Front in the
Make sure you come rugged up today, so you can
take a walk along the Beachport Pier, said to be the
second longest in Australia.

Afterwards, your Driver will drop you in the main shopping
precinct of Mt Gambier, where you can have some
free-time to look at shops, purchase lunch (at own
expense) and maybe spend some time at the Cave
Gardens.
This afternoon we are taking a picturesque drive around
the Port MacDonnell area before arriving at our final
destination for today, the Dingley Dell Conservation Park
for a Guided Tour of Adam Lindsay Gordons Cottage and
afternoon tea.
Adam Lindsay Gordon, a famed poet and horseman,
owned this small colonial cottage from 1864. It was given
to the local council by Maggie, his wife, in about 1873.
The cottage has been restored to provide visitors with a
fascinating glimpse of life in the 1860s.
We finish our day off once again in the Inn dining room for
a two course meal.

Overnight:- Quality inn Presidential, Mt Gambier

We board our coach once again, You Coach
Captain will delight you with a scenic tourist drive
around Beachport and you will pass by the Pool of
Sialom. This is a salt lake almost seven times saltier
than the sea. It’s believed to relieve sufferers from
the pain of arthritis and rheumatism. As the water
has such a high salt concentration, when swimming
in the water, you become very buoyant.
Next we’re off to Robe, where your Coach Captain
will take you for a short tour before dropping you in
the main street to browse the shops. The town’s
distinctive combination of historical buildings,
ocean, fishing fleets, lakes and dense bush is widely
appreciated by all who visit.
Dinner tonight will be in one of the many restaurants
available in Mt Gambier.
We finish our day at the Cave Gardens, where
every evening a spectacular a Light Show tells
Aboriginal Dreamtime stories. Best viewed down in
the cave, times vary due to season and daylight
savings.
Overnight:- Quality Inn Presidential, Mt Gambier

DAY 4:-

DAY 5:-

B/L/D

B/L

After another delicious breakfast, we load our luggage on
board our coach and begin our return journey home.

Our first stop after breakfast this morning is the Mary
MacKillop Penola Centre. You’ll be taken on a 45-minute
tour around the Penola township and immediate environs,
with historical and literary commentary along the way.
The tour covers places that were familiar to the many
outstanding people who have lived there.

We will have a short morning tea stop at Wannon Falls,
before travelling the Glenelg Highway again, making a
lunch stop at the Ararat RSL Club.
After lunch we visit the Gum San Chinese Heritage
Centre. Designed in the traditional style of Southern
Chinese Architecture, the Centre incorporates the
principals of Feng Shui. The two-storey building, with
its authentic Chinese tiled roof, houses a fascinating
selection of interactive, audio-visual and static
displays. The unique Heritage Centre brings to life the
story of the immigrant miners on the Victorian
Goldfields in the mid 1800’s and recreates the social,
environmental and political situation of the time.

Enjoy some free-time to wander around the centre
before sitting down for a light lunch and end our visit at
the Mary MacKillop Penola Centre.

After another busy day, we will arrive home at 5.00pm
approx.

Of course you can’t visit the Coonawarra Wine Region,
without a visit or two to the cellar doors of local wineries.
We will be visiting Wynns Coonawarra Estate and Katnook
Estate before heading back to Mt Gambier .

LEGEND:B

Breakfast

Time to freshen up before we enjoy a 2-course meal
together, our last on this tour.

L

Lunch

D

Dinner (will be at accommodation unless
otherwise specified)

Overnight:- Quality Inn Presidential, Mt Gambier

REQUEST A QUOTE OR MORE INFORMATION:Contact Details:Coach Tours of Australia
9 McDougall Road
Sunbury 3429

www.ctoa.com.au

Ph:
Email:

1800 224 022 or (03) 9740 8411
enquiries@ctoa.com.au

